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It is 1756, we are in the São Luís mission, where the Guarani forces are concentrated,
gathered by chiefs who did not accept the terms of the Madrid treaty and decided to fight
against the Iberian crowns to remain in the missions. More than one hundred years have
passed since the river battle of Mbororé, and there is imminence of a new conflict that will
once again bring the Guarani Indians and Spanish and Portuguese troops face to face.

On the eve of this clash, a chief and a Jesuit priest tell an Indian boy about the victory that
took place in 1641, when the Guarani - fleeing from the Paulistas, who sought to enslave
them - and some Jesuit priests organized resistance on a bend in the Uruguay River called
Mbororé. This decisive battle is recreated in an extraordinary way by the screenplay by
Fernanda Veríssimo and art by Eloar Guazzelli. There will be eight days of combat until the
final victory, when, forced to go deep into the forest, the people of São Paulo will be hunted
by the Guarani. Prepare your heart to enter this narrative at once tragic and insurgent.

THE BATTLE
Fernanda Verissimo and Eloar Guazelli
Companhia das Letras, 2022
96 pages

Graphic Novel | Historical | Decolonization

About Fernanda Verissimo
Fernanda Verissimo was born in Rio de Janeiro, in 1965. She
lives in Porto Alegre. She is a journalist, translator and
historian. She was a producer at Otto Desenhos Animados and
at the Rio Grande do Sul Animation Film Center, in
partnership with the National Film Board of Canada. He
specialized in bibliography and book history at the University
of Leeds in Great Britain. She received a master's degree in
cultural management and a doctorate in modern history at
the Sorbonne University in Paris. She studied printed books in
the Jesuit-Guarani missions as a guest researcher at the John
Carter Brown library in Providence, USA. She was director of
the Brazil-Mozambique Cultural Center in Maputo,
Mozambique. She is the organizer of the book The history of
Nicolas I, King of Paraguay and Emperor of the Mamluks
(Editora Unesp) and author of Impression in the Jesuit
Missions of Paraguay (Brasiliana/Edusp). 

“This is a book that shows how Eurocentric our Western
histories are, and how it is necessary to decolonize our own
imagination. An urgent read.” 
Lilia Moritz Schwarcz







SEVEN WOMEN
Leticia Wierzchowski and Verônica Berta
Maralto, 2023
96 pages

Graphic Novel | Historical | War | Female
protagonism

Originally published in 2002, the historical novel A Casa das Sete Mulheres, by Leticia
Wierzchowski, presents the Farrapos War, motivated by the desire for independence of
the province of Rio Grande do Sul in relation to the Empire of Brazil. What draws
attention is that the events are narrated from the perspective of the women in the
family of revolutionary leader Bento Gonçalves, who, despite not directly participating
in the clashes, suffer its consequences. In 2003, the work was adapted for television by
Rede Globo, in a miniseries format. The series was exhibited in many countries
afterwards. Her work gained international repercussion with editions in Germany,
Spain, Portugal, Italy, France and Serbia.  

For the graphic novel version, Leticia Wierzchowski worked on the script, while
Verônica Berta worked on the illustrations.  

Leticia Wierzchowski was born in Porto Alegre, in 1972, and
released her first novel, The Angel and the Rest of Us, at the age
of 25. Since her literary debut, she has not stopped writing,
and today she is considered one of the most talented and
productive writers in contemporary Brazilian literature.

Her best seller A Casa das Sete Mulheres consolidated her
work, and soon she wrote two other historical novels that
continued the saga. Leticia also writes books for children and
screenplays. Seha has worked in partnership with Tabajara
Ruas on the film adaptation of O continente, based on the work
of Erico Verissimo, which originated the film and miniseries O
tempo e o vento, exhibited by TV Globo. 

About Leticia Wierzchowski







MORTE E VIDA SEVERINA
João Cabral de Melo Neto
Illustrated by Odyr  
Quadrinhos na Cia, 2024
176 pages

Brazilian classic | Immigration | Poetry 

Current and necessary, this adaptation of João Cabral de Melo Neto's most famous work
reveals crucial dramas of humanity, from the past up until now. In a realistic way, text and
images combine to recreate the universality of the arduous journey of so many Severinos.

The Christmas book Morte e vida severina, since its first publication in 1956, has gone through
more than one hundred editions, not counting the countless adaptations for television,
cinema, theater, among others. Extremely popular, João Cabral de Melo Neto's masterpiece
combines the strength of his poetry with social engagement, exploring with surprising
harmony the tension between the erudite and the popular.

For poet Armando Freitas Filho, "violence and tenderness have never been so well woven
together as in this poem". This combination now takes on shape and color in Odyr’s lines.
Illustrated, Severino's journey transcends and gives new meaning to one of the great classics
of our literature.

About João Cabral de Melo Neto and Odyr

João Cabral de Melo Neto was born in 1920, in Recife. He moved to Rio de Janeiro with his family
in 1940, and two years later he released his first book, Pedra do som. In 1945, he joined the Foreign
Ministry, beginning the diplomatic career that would take him to the position of ambassador. He
received major awards such as Camões, Rainha Sofia and Neustadt International. He passed away
in 1999, leaving a work of extraordinary strength.

Odyr Bernardi, better known as Odyr (Pelotas, 1967), is a Brazilian comic artist and illustrator. He
has published illustrations in newspapers and magazines such as Folha de S. Paulo, O Globo, Le
Monde Diplomatique Brasil, Público, Trip, among others. He was also responsible for the covers of
Millôr Fernandes' books between 2005 and 2008. As a comic artist, he participated in the
collections Irmãos Grimm em Quadrinhos, Dias Negros (Argentina) and MSP 50. His first graphic
novels were Copacabana (Editora Desiderata, 2009), with a script by S. Lobo and Guadalupe
(Quadrinhos na Cia, 2012), with a script by Angélica Freitas. In 2018, he launched the book Animal
Revolution, a comic adaptation of George Orwell's novel of the same name, through Companhia
das Letras. This book, the first official adaptation of a book by the author, was also released in
Italy, Spain and the United States. For this work, in 2019 he won the 31st HQ Mix Trophy in the
“best comic book adaptation” category.





Pablito Aguiar is a comic artist from Alvorada, Rio Grande do Sul.
Since 2015, he has listened to real stories and turned them into
comics. In 2016, he released his first book, Alvorada em Quadrinhos,
which brings together stories from 23 residents of his hometown. He
is also a contributor to Sumaúma Jornalismo do Centro do Mundo
platform.

This book was born from a meeting between two storytellers who have in common a careful look at
otherness; a sensitivity for the lives and stories around them. Eliane Brum, with her texts, and Pablito
Aguiar, with the comics, reaffirm daily, with the strength of their works, that there are no ordinary
people. The idea of ​​promoting this meeting came from the desire that we, at Arquipélago, had to
present Eliane's readers with special content. So, the publisher invited Pablito to interview Eliane at her
home. 

In April 2022, Pablito traveled to Altamira, Pará, the place Eliane chose to live, and spoke with the
author during a ritual that has a unique meaning for her. The result is an invitation for lunch with an
Eliane unknown to most of her readers, an Eliane who opens up her home and shows us what gives
meaning to her days: the love for her “more-than-humans”, the Amazon forest as a backyard, the dream
house with Frida Kahlo's colors, her job as a storyteller, her struggles and much more. In Pablito's lines
and listening, this book pays homage to the great journalist and also instigates us with the idea that it
takes creativity, delicacy and strength to live and act.

ALMOÇO. UMA CONVERSA COM
ELIANE BRUM
Pablito Aguiar
Arquipélago, 2022
80 pages

Amazon forest | Interview 

About Pablito Aguiar and Eliane Brum

Eliane Brum is a writer, journalist and documentary maker. As a journalist,
Brum has won over 40 national and international reporting prizes such as
the 2021 Maria Moors Cabot, Esso, Vladimir Herzog, Ayrton Senna, Líbero
Badaró, the Inter-American Press Society and King of Spain. In 2008, she
received the Special U.N. Press Trophy for everything she has done in the
defense of justice and democracy. 
One of her most important books, Banzeiro Òkòtó. The Amazon as the
center of the world was published in the USA, the UK, Italy, Spain and will
soon have a French edition. Since 2013, Eliane has written an op-ed column
for Spain’s El País. She has also contributed to other major media outlets
including The Guardian, The New York Times and Süddeutsche Zeitung.
She's ahead of Sumaúma, a journalism platform reporting from the Amazon
Forest to the world.






